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<Abstract>

“The handbook of historical materialism’ and introduction of
Marxism among the communist groups during the early period
of 1920s

Park, Jong—rin

On the first half of 1920, Marxism was risen up on the main stage of the
Korea socialism in both aspects of ‘movement’ and ‘thought’. In oder to backing
up the rapid and quantitative expansion of the socialist’ movement, the Marxists
in Korea had strenuously studied and introduced many main works of Marxism.
They had attempted the translation of the original texts of Marx and Engel. The
first translated and published text was “The Handbook of Historical Materialism’
in the preface of For the Political and Economic Critic.

On March and April in 1921, “The Handbook of Historical Materialism’ was
translated by Yun Ja Young and Shin Pack Woo, but this was the retranslation
on the base of the Sakai Toshihiko translation version. Only this Original was
again and again translated and intensively introduced through many different
media. The result was that the socialists in Korea had come to know that
history is progressive, it necessarily proceeds from capitalism to socialism, and
that Korea was a capitalist society under the imperial Japan, but Japan should

be inevitably broken down according to this historical law.

Key Words : Communist Groups, Marxism, the Handbook of Historical Materialism,
the inevitability of Socialism, Sakai Toshihiko
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